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Going Bananas in Papua New Guinea: A preliminary study of starch granule morphotypes in Musaceae fruit. As is exhibited throughout the volume, the domestication process for edible banana has been extraordinarily complex. It is also becoming clear that bananas bear a unique testimony to the early and deep impact of humans on tropical rainforests. Research on the banana provides new insights for understanding the development of agriculture in the tropics.
Of special interest for Bioversity International are new prospects for the genetic improvement of bananas cultivated today. Prehistoric evidence and reconstructions of the domestication process are helping geneticists to precisely identify intermediary stages and products. This knowledge is of vital importance when it comes to strengthening popular varieties in terms of the resistance and tolerance that they need to cope with new biotic and abiotic stresses.
I am convinced that the multidisciplinary efforts on bananas documented in this volume will be beneficial to a wide range of future research and development activities concerned with subsistence across the tropics.
Emile Frison Director General Bioversity International, Rome
